The seminar will meet weekly. The early weeks will be devoted to (i) classical readings in the field and (ii) theoretical questions, old and new. The later weeks will address the topics of (iii) law and colonialism, (iv) liberalism, difference, and the law in the postcolonial world, and (v) the judicialization of politics across the globe. Throughout, attention will be given to comparative perspectives in both time and space -and to the lessons to be learned from legal anthropology for interrogating the present moment in the USA and Europe. Participants in the course will divide the labor of introducing the readings each week, presenting a brief critical review of the works listed.
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